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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )E3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 25 June 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 7-7 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 2J_ is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
11 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)l3 All b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.^ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
Attachment(s) 

1 ) Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). . 



2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) [3 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 1 . 6) □ Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restrictions 

Applicant's election with traverse of Group I in Paper No. 6 is acknowledged. The traversal is on 
the ground(s) that insufficient evidence demonstrates that the pending claims do not relate to a single 
inventive concept. Tkis is not found persuasive because under 35 USC 371, the propriety of a restriction 
requirement of "unity of invention" is evaluated by the criterion states in PCT Rule 13 (or, alternatively, 
in 37 CFR 1.475(a)), namely, unity of invention exists between multiple inventions only when these 
invention share one or more "special technical features" in common with the understanding that these 
special technical features define a contribution which each inventions makes over the prior art. 

Evidence that the "special technical features" do not contribute over the prior art is found in EP 0933388 
A where it is found to disclose the features of instant claim 3. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) tke invention was patented or described in a printed publication in tkis or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale m tkis country, more tkan one year prior to tke date of application for patent in tke United States. 



(e) tke invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in tke United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by tke applicant for patent, except tkat an 
international application filed under tke treaty defined in section 351(a) snail have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in tke United States only if tke international application designated tke United 
States and was puklisked under Article 21(2) of suck treaty in tke Englisk language. 



Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as teing anticipated by James et al. (US Pat. 

6,488,570). 

James et al. teaches the claimed process of producing an article having a surface comprising: 
forming a surface having first projections with second projections thereon (Fig. 1); wherein the surfa 
formed by a shaping/embossing roller (12:63-68); and a hydrophdic plastic material (3:6-9 and 4:39-67). 
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Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kolkack (US Pat. 

4,016,628). 

Kolkack teackes tke claimed process of producing an article kaving a surface comprising: forming 
a surface kaving first projections witk second projections tkereon (Fi gs. 1 and 10); wkerein tke surface is 
formed Ly a skaping/emkossing roller (Figs. 1-4); and an aksorkent/kydropkikc plastic material (3:6-9 and 
4:39-67). It is inkerent tkat tke aksorkent fikers of Kolkack are kydropkilic, at least to some extent, 
otkerwise tke sanitary products tkerein would not function kecause tkey would repel fluids. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Altkougk not currently claimed, an embossing process directed to tke production of a self- 
cleaning kydropkilic surface kaving tke structure as recited in instant claim 3 would appear to overcome 
tke prior art of record. It is noted tkat tke structure and/or product appears to ke known, as sukstantially 
taugkt ky applicant's disclosure, forming tke structure ky an embossing process does not. 

Correspondence 

Any inquiry concerning tkis communication or earlier communications from tke examiner skould 
be directed to Mark Easkoo, Pk.D. wkose telepkone numker is (703) 308-3606. Tke examiner can 
normally ke reacked on 7am-3pm EST, Monday - Friday. 

if attempts to reack tke examiner ky telepkone are unsuccessful, tke examiner's supervisor, 
Mickael Colaianni can be reacked on (703) 305-5493. Tke fax pkone numker for tke organization 
wkere tkis application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to tke status of tkis application or proceeding skould ke 
directed to tke receptionist wkose telepkone number is (703) 308-0661. 




Mark Easkoo, Pk.D. 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1732 
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